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Annual Spring Fair
Our Annual Spring Fair came on a hot
Saturday (June 11) resulting in some sunburned MLHS volunteers. The day was a
success with our many vendors, an iconic
ice cream truck, our traditional bake table,
a very large assortment of donated items
for sale, and gift baskets that were raffled
off. The Mattituck-Laurel community
rose to the occasion with many donated
items, collected by Sandra Zaremba and
Mary Mooney. The items were creatively
and aesthetically packaged by Mary and
Sandra to be raffled off at the end of the
day. Mary Mooney was in her element selling raffle tickets. Mark Macnish gave his
unique fact-packed tours of the Tuthill

Every thing was just ducky at the Spring Fair.

house throughout the day to a large number of visitors.
For the Fair, we had a very dedicated
team of volunteers that planned and set
up for the Fair before it opened, spent six
hours doing chores during the Fair, and
cleaning up after the Fair. It was a long day
(6am to 6 pm), but it was also a fun day
with more than 300 visitors, lots of laughs,
a chance to socialize, and to earn money
for a good cause: to support MLHS&M.
Here are highlights of what our volunteers
did to make the Fair a success:
• Harriet Frangas and Sandra Zaremba
spent hours pricing all the donated items
Continued on next page
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to be sold at the second hand-table, and Harriet and “Thursday”, our intern, presided over the table during the day.
• Loretta Garbarino advertised for, and signed up, the vendors
and mapped out their locations. At 6 am Erich placed markers
with vendor names so that each vendor would know their spot.
• The Bungalow Bar Ice Cream Truck was a big hit and
brought back fond memories of ice cream trucks in one’s more
youthful days...
• As usual, the bake sale was great success, and Mark Macnish's
cake (later raffled off), was another extraordinary baking masterpiece.
• Janet and Bill Stanton, Rose Skuro, Gregg Whyte, and Erich
greeted visitors at the front and back gates.
• John Christina had his very popular hand-made popular
flags on display, and demonstrated how he makes them.
• Maureen Kelleher, Sandra Zaremba, and Emily presided
over the bake table and the front gate when necessary, and filled
in wherever else was necessary.
When the tents were all taken down, the tables and chairs
folded and stored away, and the trash bags were filled, tied off,
and left to be taken to the dump the next day, the last volunteers
that included Gregg and John, went home tired but happy.

Yard sale items, arts and crafts and lots of other goodies were for sale at
the Spring Fair.

Easter Event was Fun For All!
The MLHS hosted their first Easter event in recent
memory this year, a day before Easter, 2022. This outdoor event featured an Easter Egg Hunt that thrilled the
kids! Different ages were scheduled at different times
and everyone had a blast! There were also items for sale
and baked goods. This is an event we hope to add to our
yearly calendar.

Homemade panoramic sugar eggs and tasty treats were for sale and the
kids race to find the eggs at our Easter event.

President's Corner
We are coming up on Labor
Day pretty fast and have a number of important things to get
done before we close out our activities for the year. We have our
Annual Dinner and Election of
Officers scheduled for Sunday,
October 30, and this year Emily
and I will be stepping down from
our positions as Vice President
and President and will not run for
re-election. I will be appointing a
Nominating Committee that will
prepare a slate of candidates to be
voted on at the Annual Dinner. If
you would like to run for any of
the elected offices, please let me
know so we can get your name to
the Nominating Committee. The
elected offices are President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer,
and Curator/Historian.

enhance the infrastructure.
b. Buildings and Grounds:
1. Perform repair and upkeep
of the interior and exterior of
MLHS buildings in accordance
with North Fork preservation
guidelines;
2. Maintain the grounds in accordance with the MLHS heritage, e.g., the existing heritage
garden.

c. Membership:
1. Maintain and work to increase the base of memberships
and donations;
2. Review dues and benefits, and
recommend changes as required;
3. Oversee annual renewals and
recruitment campaigns, e.g., draft
and send out the annual donation
letter;
4. Keep the data base up to date;
5. Follow up with members with
The time between now and
January 1, 2023 will be a time of thank you letters, meet-and-greet
transition for the Historical So- opportunities, and invitations to
ciety. The Board has expressed special events and programs.
concern about how best to transition from the current administrad. Programs:
tion to a new administration, and
1. Provide opportunities for the
there has been unanimous agree- community to learn about imment that the way to proceed is portant aspects of regional histoto form committees that will per- ry via lectures and presentations;
form assigned functions under
2. Host special events such as
the supervision of the Executive the Graveyard Tour, the ChristBoard. In this way, the business mas Open House, and the Annual
of the Society can be kept going Meeting.
without overly burdening any single elected official. The recome. Museum Tours:
mended committees are the fol1. Maintain documentation that
lowing:
tells the history of each builda. Strategic Planning. Develop ing and what is on display within
and annually update the Strate- each building;
gic Plan that outlines how ML2. Train docents to guide tours;
HS&M will earn sufficient money
3. Conduct tours on weekends
each year to cover operating costs from Memorial Day through La($21,000 in 2022 dollars) and bor Day, and on special occasions
funds sufficient to maintain and from September through May;

4. Prepare and maintain a schedule of museum openings and docent assignments.
f. Publicity. Serve as the focal
point for information about the
Historical Society that is communicated to the public. In this
capacity, perform the following
functions:
1. Develop and circulate fliers
to advertise MLHS events and
programs in the area and on social media;
2. Provide pictures and descriptions of memorable events on the
web site and on social media;
3. Keep the web site up to date;
4. Build and maintain close relationships with other Mattituck
and Laurel charities and businesses;
5. Prepare and circulate newsletters in the four seasons.
g. Fundraising:
1. Plan special events to raise
enough money each year to pay
the bills and to preserve the infrastructure;
2. Follow NY State and IRS
guidelines.
We are actively soliciting volunteers to serve on each committee, this is another way that you,
a current member or donor, can
help the Historical Society stay in
business and continue to serve the
Mattituck and Laurel community.
As the committees gain strength
with volunteers, we will routinely
post committee membership on
our Facebook page so that everyone knows who is responsible for
what, and whom to contact.

By MARK MACNISH

Curator's Corner

ing to concentrate on in 2022. If you
would like to help me, please let me
Here are the activities that are in know, there is plenty of very interestprogress and that I will be continu- ing work for everyone.

Indian
Artifacts

Shane Weeks examines the Indian Artifact
Collection of the Mattituck Laurel Historical
Society.

During our Easter event MLHS
member and president of the Southold Indian Museum, Dr. Lucinda
Hemmick invited us to attend their
Artifact Day on May Ist. It was decided that we had too many artifacts
to even think about bringing to the
event, so we made an appointment
with Indian Artifact expert Efraim
Horowitz to come view our collection. The impetus for the artifact day
was to start a project using ArcGIS
(Aeronautical Reconnaissance Coverage Geographic Information System). ArcGIS Online is a cloud-based
mapping and analysis solution. It is
used to make maps, analyze data, and
to share and collaborate. It has many
uses but it can also link information
and objects to locations, which is ideal for the study of Indian artifacts
since knowing where they were found
is an important part of understanding

their history and linking them to their
story.
Needless to say, Mr. Horowitz was
thrilled and impressed with our collection, noting that many of the objects were 10,000 years old and there
were spearheads known to be used to
hunt Mastodons. Some of the collection was from New England tribes.
These artifacts are commonly found
on Long Island because they were
brought down during the ice age. Although almost our entire collection is
contained in one case, he commented that it was vast and varied. He
also suspected that there were a few
items that could be from Indian burial
grounds and may have to be repatriated. He made an appointment with
Shane Weeks, Cultural Consultant for
the Shinnecock Nation and Co-Chair
and Co-CEO of the Niamuck Land
Trust.
Mr. Weeks came with other members of the Shinecock Nation who
confirmed all of Mr. Horowitz findings adding much more detail to the
information we have on the artifacts.
He identified a few items that need to
be repatriated and will be creating a
report on them for the Board to consider.
Although it’s early days, it will be
very exciting to participate in this
project which will have world-wide
ramifications for American Indian
history and artifact study.

Digitizing the
Collections Catalog

We continue to work on digitizing
the collections catalog. Our intern
Thursday Abad was a quick study in
picking up the Past Perfect archiving
system we are using and has been very
helpful in entering information about
our objects. We have finished the dining room and have started working on
the parlor. Thursday may be working
Curator Mark MacNish; Shane Weeks, an artifact expert from the Shinnecock nation; Chief Harry with us beyond her internship.
Wallace of the Unkechaug Nation and Trustee John Christina pose for a picture after the artifacts
had been examined.

2022 Speaker’s Series Update
fruits of such a labor with the details of his
own genealogy.
The next topic on July 31 was an exploration of the “Metamorphosis of our Metropolis, Mattituck” in the post war period. The
transformation of a small local hamlet is illustrated in historic and contemporary photographs and personal reflections. The largest
crowd to date was able to reminisce and compare "Then" and "Now."
Carrying on with the “Something for everyone” theme, August’s programs started
with the “World Renowned” Mattituck Airport. A large number of attendees saw never released photos of the facility and heard
first hand stories from the founder's son, Jay
Wickham and long
time technician John
R. Haas. A number
of participants shared
their personal and
family connection to
the airport. On August 28 local researcher Joe O'Brien will
tell the story of Mary
Robinson: the life of
an extraordinary local
woman, truly ahead
of her time.
To wrap things up
after Labor Day, local
Airport speakers photo shows (L to R) Jay Wickham and John R. Haas town historian and
author Amy Folk will
Fulfilling the educational mission of
MLHS, the 2022 series of presentations is off
to a flying start. we are now at the midpoint
of our schedule encompassing a wide variety
of topics.
In June, Steven Sanfilippo shared some
of his encyclopedic knowledge of seafaring
music, much of which had its origins in our
area. His presentation included musical performances on a number of instruments.
While it is said, that “All politics is local,”
one can also say that “All history starts with
our own family history.” Dr. Ed Marlatt took
our audience through the basic steps of researching one’s family history using a variety
of sources. He then amply illustrated the

share tales from her upcoming book entitled “Rum Running in Suffolk County,” and
Ed Harbes, one of Mattituck’s all-time most
successful entrepreneurs will tell-all about his
family’s journey from “Potatoes to Agribusiness.”
Don’t suffer from FOMO, join us!

And a Special MLHS
Thank You to . . .
Do you want to support a friendly
local business? Are you tired of being
treated indifferently in stores owned
and operated by national and international corporations ? Well, MLHS
highly recommends Dari-Land on
Main Road in Riverhead (just west of
the intersection with Route 105). They
offer a friendly, hometown experience.
Lisa‘s family has owned and operated
this ice cream emporium since 1953.
You can be assured of tasty treats and
a friendly greeting by Lisa and her
staff ! We know this because Lisa’s
Dari-Land donated all the ice-cream
treats for our entire 2022 Speaker’s
Series season. Our audiences went
home happy both well-informed and
well-fed. So when you next stop in at
Dari-Land, please tell them that you
heard about them from your Historical Society.

Vice President's Corner
In 2019, the Historical Society underwent a thorough assessment of its
Collections Storage functions. The
Collections Report, published on October 26, 2019, included a broad range
of recommendations for improving
physical conditions that would reduce the damage that sunlight and
humidity were causing to parts of
the MLHS&M collection. Earlier this
year, we completed the installation of
shades in the Tuthhill House, thereby
reducing the amount of damage being caused by excessive sunlight. The
next major step is to establish climate
control within the Tuthill House. The

the Cutchogue Presbyterian Church.
Since it is standard practice for electrical aspects of HVAC installations
to be bid separately, we decided to
get in touch with Tuthill Electric, and
had a very productive visit with Mark
Tuthill in July. As a result, we will
have bids from another contractor
in September. There are a minimum
of three options to provide humidity
control during the summer months: 1)
Erich and I have taken some prelim- Use window units; 2) Install a central
inary steps to determine what climate HVAC unit with an external comprescontrol might cost. We have received sor that uses the existing ductwork of
estimates from one contractor, highly the furnace to cool the first floor and
recommended for his recent work at adds ductwork and an air handler in
goal there is to maintain temperatures
within a seven-degree Fahrenheit zone
(for example, between 65 and 72 degrees throughout the year), and maintain humidity between 45 and 50%,
with no sudden changes. Additionally,
climate control is an obvious key factor for house tours: nobody enjoys a
tour where the temperature is either
too hot or too cold.

Vice President's Corner
Continued from previous page

the attic to cool the second floor; and
3) Install a heat pump with the same
air handling as Option 2. The heat
pump has the advantage of providing
heat in the cooler months, thereby reducing use of the natural gas furnace
in winter.
In the next few months, Erich and I
will bring all the relevant information
to the Board so that we can identify

the most cost-effective decision for
the Society. In the meantime, if you
are looking for a worthwhile tax writeoff for 2022, please consider donating
to the MLHS Climate Control Fund
so that we can begin to set aside money for this important improvement.
Additionally, if you have real-world
experience in designing and installing
HVAC systems, please contact us so

we can use your expertise to identify
the best value way to achieve climate
control for our collections in the Tuthill House.
If you are so moved to help our historical society to install this long-needed climate control system, please text
or call Erich Cramer , 302-450-2041 or
email: cramere@usa.com. Thank you.

Mattituck During the Revolutionary War
(Derived from “The History of Mattituck,”
By Pastor Charles Craven, 1906)
by CHARLES GUELI
From October 1777 to early 1780,
British troops occupied a twenty-acre lot
along what is now the Main Road, which
encompassed the current high school,
Lake Maratooka, and west extending beyond the Presbyterian Church to what is
now Bay Ave. This area was known as the
“camp lot.” The homestead of Deacon
Thomas Reeve was used as headquarters
for the officers. Many officers occupied
homes of other residents. The majority of
British soldiers were in tents around Lake
Maratooka.
Many of the young local men left to
join the fight against the British. Some of
the older men took their families to Connecticut. Some of them didn’t return once
the war was over. The elderly, the sick, or
those with dependent families with land
and crops would have found leaving to
be impossible. Those who remained were
compelled to swear their allegiance to
King George. This was not as distasteful
to them as we might imagine. Most people
of that day felt the same loyalty to their
sovereign as British people do today. Many
Americans were fighting against injustice,
but were not considering total independence (including Washington and Jefferson).
No one suffered more than the farmers.
The products of the local farms were taken to supply the British military. Farmers
were made to give most of their grain and
crops and hay and straw to the invading
army. The men were made to perform
physical labor, such as digging or hauling

goods. Many were abused and maltreated, and those that were suspected of being disloyal to the crown were sometimes
beaten or killed. Those farms that were
abandoned were pillaged. Adding to the
misery, small attack boats often came from
Connecticut to raid the British. During
these raids, “plundering of friendly inhabitants” sometimes took place. The Fannings, Gardiners, Wickhams and others
were all victims of these raids, which were
probably made from Mattituck Creek.
In the war, there were no Long Island
troops in service after the Battle of Long
Island in August 1776. In that battle, Col.
Joshua Smith’s regiment of Minute Men
was engaged, including 2 companies of
men from Southold. The major of those
companies was Isaac Reeve from Franklinville, son of James Reeve of Mattituck.
Other Reeve family members, as well as
Hortons, Youngs, Tuthills, Hallocks and
Corwins were also involved, with a total
of 57 Southold men .
While the worst conditions befell those
who stayed in Mattituck, the families who
moved to Connecticut found things difficult as well. There was no employment

available and once the initial store of
money was gone, they had to make return
trips to Long Island in order to retrieve
supplies from their abandoned homes. Of
course, this involved great peril, being in
danger of capture and imprisonment by
the British. Landings were under cover
of darkness, along Mattituck Creek. Once
they obtained what they could, the men
probably rendezvoused in a secluded place
around the “Captain Kidd Tree”. This was
near the mouth of the creek, and was hidden by surrounding hills and dense brush.
In 1780, the British forces were needed
elsewhere and they left eastern Long Island. Many of the refugees returned from
Connecticut. While their lands, and several
of their homes, were still there, the flocks,
herds and crops were gone. Not all of the
returning refugees were able to re-create
their previous fortunes. Even after the departure of the British army, approval for
any important transactions had to be obtained from British officials in New York,
at great expense of time and money. All
of this illustrates the great hardships experienced by those living in eastern Long
Island during the Revolutionary War.

Artist rendering of British Revolutionary War era camp

Historic
Research
Corner:
Joe O’Brien
The Mattituck-Laurel Historical
Society has a new line of business
thanks to the volunteer efforts of Joe
O’Brien. When people send us questions of a biographical or historical
nature about Mattituck or Laurel, Joe
has taken on the responsibility to research the matter and send his findings back to the people that initiated the question. Here is one recent
example of how Joe has helped one
family.
The following material was found
for family members of Russell Penny
who wished to know if he was buried locally so they might organize a
graveside service to memorialize his
sacrifice:
Russell Madison Penny of Mattituck “died in defense of his country” on December 7, 1941 during
the bombing raid on Pearl Harbor.
He was just 20 years old, a Private
serving with the 17th Bombardment
Group, US Army Air Corps stationed
at Hickam Field, when the attack
occurred. Russell was born June 27,
1921, the son of Clifford and Anna
Gamm Penny of Mattituck. He was
a 1939 graduate of Mattituck High
School and had enlisted in the Army
in early January, 1940. Three other local boys (James Bond, Richard Luke,
and Michael Doroski) had enlisted
within days of Russell, and all four
trained at nearby Mitchell Field at
Hempstead Plains. Russell, Richard,
Luke, and Michael Doroski were all
assigned to Hickham Field, and they
would sail together to Hawaii via Panama and San Francisco. In the spring
of 1942, Russell was originally buried
at Hickam Field and the family was
notified that the body could not be

returned to Mattituck “until after the
termination of hostilities”. Russell’s
body was returned to Mattituck in
late October, 1947, and re-interred

with “full military honors” at New
Bethany Cemetery at Mattituck. A
military style headstone marks the
spot.

Facebook Fun

In our last newsletter we talked about some of our successes and challenges with
social media. Here's a quick success story involving Joe O'Brien.
In 2021, pre-vaccine, we were looking for ways to stay engaged with our membership through Facebook. One of the things we did was we posted this picture with
the following caption (abbreviated for space) :
Please help us identify the person in the middle.
Pictured here, circa 1910, are William V. Duryee (left) and Madeline McNish (right), with an unknown person in the center. You can see the Mattituck Presbyterian Church in the background, and from
the camera's vantage point, they are in front of the Glenwood Hotel, where Miss McNish’s parents, Andrew and Isabella, were chefs at there for a time. The Duryees of Mattituck attended this church, while the
McNish’s attended the Presbyterian Church in Cutchogue, but while they worked at the Glenwood, they
attended the Mattituck Presbyterian. (etc.)>>
Our challenge inspired the historic sleuthing of Joe O'Brien. We think he solved the
mystery, but you can be the judge. Through various newspaper articles in the social
columns and wedding announcements, Mr. O'Brien found out that Madeline was
a life-long friend of May Case Conklin,(sometimes spelled Conkling). She lived a
few houses down from the Glenwood in a house known as Hillside Farm, now the
Defriest-Grattan Funeral home. Thanks to Joe for participating. The first post, posing the question received almost 9,000 views, the second with Joe's solution15.000!

Membership Sign-Up

The Historical Society depends on membership contributions and donations to help operate and maintain the
our site. We receive no funds from any Government entities, we are solely sustained by contributions from
private citizens and companies. Please fill out the following form and send in your contribution to MLHS, Box
766, Mattituck, NY 11952.
MATTITUCK-LAUREL HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUMS
MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM 2022
Enclosed is my check payable to Mattituck-Laurel Historical Society & Museums for the membership category
checked:
• Active Membership, Individual $20 • Family $30 • Business $50
• Patron Membership - $100• Life Membership - $500
Donation $______
Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
Phone#: ___________________________

E-Mail__________________________

Here are some items for which we need your help, please check at least one: • Keep track of membership and
correspondence • Oversee refreshments for events • Edit newsletters • Canvass local businesses for donations • Plan and schedule programs • Conduct guided tours • Assist with Public Relations • Assist the Pres/
VP • Help with Grounds/Gardening

Late summer/early fall 2022

